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Mobile network operators and researchers of mobile
use in Europe have long looked to Japan for clues as
to how the market may develop. Yet there has al-
ways lurked that question, “Japan is so different,
how much can we learn from what is happening
there?”. The difficulty of accessing Japanese re-
search outside Japan has meant that there have been
rather few attempts to answer this question, although
occasional papers such as by Tee (2005) and by
Riviere and Licoppe (2003) have appeared. In this
book, Ito and her co-editors have therefore made a
valuable contribution to our understanding by pro-
viding a range of well-translated texts in English
about the use of mobile devices in Japan.
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Books

The title “portable, personal and pedestrian” refers
not to technologies but to “action and experiences that
can be altered and enhanced by new media technolo-
gies” (page 13). The book is organised “by theoretical
and disciplinary categories” (page 14). Its 15 chapters
are divided into five sections:

e The social and cultural construction of techno-
logical systems

¢ Cultures and imaginaries

¢ Social networks and relationships

¢ Practice and place

¢ Emergent developments.

The book raises issues that are sometimes the subject
of heated sociological debate, such as the impact of
technology on social solidarity and the relationship
between society and the development of technology.
However, in this review, I will focus on what this
book tells us about the similarities between Japan
and Europe, in particular the UK.

To start with, there is the use of language. Keitai
is used to refer to the mobile phone and similar
devices and simply translates as ‘mobile’. The
Japanese do not refer to ‘keitai denwa’, meaning
‘portable phone’ just as in English we tend to talk
about ‘mobiles’ rather than ‘mobile phones’. It could
be argued that this terminology reflects the extent
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